
“Sometimes it feels like the most human thing you can do,” says 
Ramil. “To put your hands in the earth and grow something from it.”

Ramil is a volunteer helping to prepare and plant the new 
community garden at our Nogales Resource Center.

Our Farm & Garden team has been busy: a new garden plus 
a low-cost plant sale in Nogales, new garden plots ready 
to grow at the Marana Heritage Garden, and fresh produce 
already growing at Las Milpitas Community Farm in Tucson. 
Not to mention the free educational garden workshops—
all virtual and offered in both English and Spanish.

“Growing food should be accessible to anyone who wants to try 
it,” says Victor, our Garden Education Coordinator. “Whether 
that’s a small planter of herbs or a whole garden of vegetables.”

From free garden plots to low-cost compost, from 
local seeds to spaces to learn together—we’ve got 
the resources to get our community growing. 

“It’s been nice to meet other people here and 
just be outside together,” says Ramil.

Thank you for helping our community grow! 
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Community Gardens, Community 
Farms, and Connecting to the Earth
Spring weather means it's time to grow together!

“Growing food 
should be accessible 
to anyone who 
wants to try.”



Dear Friends & Neighbors,

It’s been over a year now since the Covid-19 
pandemic hit our community.

One year since we moved our food 
distributions to a drive-through model. One 
year since our neighbors began losing their 
jobs, losing childcare, getting sick. One year 

of non-stop challenges in keeping our community healthy and 
hunger-free.

But this season—springtime in Arizona—is a season for hope. 
The days are getting longer. The wildflowers are beginning to 
bloom. Our community gardens are full of life. 

It’s easy to feel disheartened by the ongoing bad news in 
the world, but I continue to choose hope. 

There is so much good to focus on: the volunteers who give their 
time and labor, the donors who give generously to make life 
better for others, the heartfelt thank you notes we receive from 
families who just needed a helping hand. 

Thank you for being someone we can turn to for hope, for 
support, and for the promise of a better future. 

Please, keep reading to see what your support has made 
possible in recent months. We could not have gotten through 
this year without you. 

I hope springtime reminds you, too, that brighter days are ahead 
and that we will continue to face challenges as a community, 
together. 

In solidarity,

Michael McDonald
CEO & President

Springtime: 
A Season for Hope
A Message from the CEO

VIRTUAL

Our annual Farm to Table event 
went virtual this year, with over 
400 people joining us to learn 
more about our farmers’ markets, 
community farm, fresh produce, 
and more. 

Special thanks to donors Hank 
& Chris Shea for providing a 
generous match for this event, and 
to Chef Janos Wilder for sharing 
his cooking expertise and passion. 

Thank you to all who came 
together to spend a virtual evening 
with us and give back to our 
community!

Thank you to our 
2021 sponsors!



“It's been a lifeline for our family.”
Your gifts are expanding food access for kids in rural 
counties

As the pandemic closed schools and 
disrupted other food resources, 
school pantries stayed open. 

“It has been a lifeline for our family,” says 
Kate, who has picked up groceries at her 
daughter’s school throughout the pandemic. 
“We never used it before, but when [the 
kids] stopped getting school breakfast and 
lunch every day, we needed the help.”

And now—school pantries are expanding! 
With 23 pantries already operating 
in schools across Tucson, we’ve been 
working hard to bring the program into 
underserved rural communities. 

With your generous support, 
we’re excited to have opened eight 
new school pantries in Cochise 
County, including locations in Tombstone, Bisbee, Douglas, and Pearce. 

And we’re not done yet—we have four more school pantries on the way in Santa Cruz County. 

“School pantries fill a gap that other programs just can’t fill,” says Linda Kraemer, our Child Nutrition 
Programs Coordinator. “They’re local, they’re convenient, they’re located right in your own neighborhood 
at a place families are already familiar and comfortable with. That’s so crucial for food access.”

Pantry staples and fresh produce for local families—now at more school 
locations than ever. Your support makes it happen! 

School pantries have served 
over 15,000 households since 

the pandemic began.

“School pantries 
fill a gap that other 
programs can't fill.”



What Happens When You Fund 
Local Farmers' Markets?
How local food access is thriving—even during a pandemic

Farmers’ Markets also 
support local growers, 

stimulate our local 
economy, promote 
sustainability, and 

make fresh, nutritious 
food accessible to 

more people. 

People make good choices when they have access to those choices. 

That’s the conclusion that Andreas, who helps run our weekly Santa 
Cruz River Farmers’ Market, came to when he looked at the market 
numbers from the last year. 

As the pandemic hit and our farmers’ market transitioned to a 
drive-through model, something else happened: new funding 
allowed us to lift all limits on matching public assistance dollars 
spent at the farmers’ market. 

Sales of fresh, locally-grown fruits and vegetable purchased 
with SNAP or farmers’ markets vouchers increased by 100%. 

That’s right: when food insecure families are given free vouchers to 
spend at farmers’ markets, or when programs like SNAP (formerly 
food stamps) are accepted and matched with no limit, the demand 
for nutritious local food skyrockets. 

“People living in poverty want to make good food choices, and they 
do when those choices are available to them,” says Andreas. “This 
matters because it flips the traditional narrative on its head—that 
people are just making bad choices.”

With your support, we continue to open the door to good choices 
for our community. Funding local farmers’ markets means a direct, 
measurable impact on the amount of fresh food going home with 
families who need it! 

Your generosity today builds a healthy, 
hunger-free tomorrow.
Planned giving is a way for you to integrate your personal, financial, and 
estate planning by making lifetime or testamentary charitable gifts.

LEARN MORE Visit plannedgiving.communityfoodbank.org or call Sio Castillo at (520) 882-3308



Thank You for Investing in Healthy 
Communities!

Keeling Mutual Aid
Keeling Mutual Aid provides deliveries of free 
groceries to anyone in need in Tucson’s Keeling 
neighborhood, a high-need area with many 
elderly folks, undocumented folks, disabled folks, 
and young families. This grant will support their 
continued community-based food distribution. 

Native American 
Advancement Foundation 
This rural Tohono O’odham project will 
combat short-term food insecurity and invest 
in long-term food sovereignty, especially 
in reasserting traditional Tohono O'odham 
food systems. It will allow for storing more 
fresh foods and support multi-generational 
education in the community garden. 

Nogales Community Kitchen 
and Farmer's Market 
Nogales Community Development is 
building a commercial kitchen and farmers’ 
market in downtown Nogales, to provide 
opportunities for healthy and heritage food 
entrepreneurship. This project hopes to 
address the needs for quality affordable foods, 
economic opportunity, and community design.

 

Amado Youth Center 
A new youth center is coming to rural Amado! 
The center will distribute food and serve as 
a welcoming community space, and offer 
services including substance abuse education, 
career development, distribution of school 
supplies, clothing drives, and health initiatives 
such as vaccinations and routine screenings. 

Your support helps us fund innovative programs that respond directly to community needs, including food 
insecurity, poverty, and healthcare access. Our latest round of community grants funded 46 new projects 
across all five counties of southern Arizona. Here are just a few projects you’ve helped make possible!



One Million Meals
With your support, our team at 
Caridad Community Kitchen is 

celebrating a major meal milestone: 
over one million senior meals 

prepared at the kitchen since 2017! 
Every single meal is made with 

love, care, and nutritious foods 
for local seniors. Your gifts are 

making meals and changing lives!

A Note of Gratitude
Jamie wrote us this note after picking 

up food assistance: “I unfortunately 
haven’t been working for exactly one 

year now. I have been close to homeless 
at times, and I’ve gone without food. 

Your help means so much to me.” Thank 
you for making sure we’re always 
here to help people like Jamie. 

Local Food for Local Kids
A new program supports small 
farmers and makes sure local 

students get the fresh fruits and 
veggies they need to grow up 

healthy—and it’s all possible because 
of you! Your gifts help us purchase 

fresh, local food for pantries located 
at schools across Tucson. Thank you!

The Community Food Bank receives most of its funding from people like you. Supportive public funding includes: City of 
Tucson, Pima County, USDA, Community Development Block Grants and Community Service Block Grants/Pima County and 
City of Tucson; Arizona Department of Economic Security/Social Services Block Grant and Arizona Department of Health 
Services. Community Food Bank programs provide services to eligible participants without regard to race, color, creed, 
religion, handicap, age, national origin, sexual orientation, political beliefs or gender.

3003 S. Country Club Road • Tucson, AZ 85713
(520) 622-0525 • toll free (800) 950-8681 

communityfoodbank.org

YOUR GIFTS AT WORKYOUR GIFTS AT WORK “We were surprised at how much 
food there was. And good food!”
Take a look at the nutritious foods going 
home with local families

350 households served in 
Sierra Vista. 900 individuals 
reached on Tucson’s 
south side. 714 food boxes 
distributed in Ajo and the 
western part of the Tohono 
O’odham Nation.

These are only a handful of 
the food distributions that 
your gifts make possible. 

With drive-through food 
distributions at our five 
resource center locations 
and our many partner 
agencies, plus mobile 
distributions that take 
truckloads of nutritious 
food to rural communities, 
we continue to reach more 
families than ever before. 

“I’ve been here a few times now,” says Linda, waiting in her car 
at our Tucson food distribution. “I’m always surprised at how 
quickly the line moves and how much food we get. It’s always 
good food.”

Healthy food going home with more families than ever—we 
couldn’t do any of it without you.  

Our food distributions 
usually include pantry 
staples like oatmeal, 

pasta, rice, and peanut 
butter, plus fresh fruits 
and vegetables, eggs, 

meat, and dairy products 
like milk and yogurt.


